NOTICE OF MEETING
ST. JOSEPH COUNTY PARKS BOARD
Tuesday, 9:00 a.m., February 16th, 2021, St. Patrick’s County Park
White Barn, Harvest Room, 51650 Laurel Road, South Bend, Indiana 46637
NOTE: Due to Covid-19, there will be an option to attend this meeting by telephone conference
call. Members of the public can join the call to listen but will not be able to speak. For
instructions on joining the call, please contact Kelley Herrera at 574-277-4828 x215 prior to
8:00am, February 16th.

AGENDA
I

CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II

CONSENT AGENDA: MINUTES & MEMORANDA, CLAIMS, STATUS OF PARKS REPORTS
(including Administrative, ILS, Disposals, Budget/Donations, Attendance and New Hires)

III

OLD BUSINESS
a. Update on St. Joseph County Parks’ response to COVID-19

IV

NEW BUSINESS

V

DELEGATIONS

VI

ADJOURN

Next Parks Board Meeting:
March 16th, 2021 – St. Patrick’s County Park, White Barn, Harvest Room – 9:00 am *with remote
option

Persons with disabilities or non-English speaking persons who wish to attend any
meeting and need assistance should contact Frank Fotia, Support Services
Coordinator, County-City Building 7th Floor, 227 W. Jefferson, South Bend, IN, call 574235-1819, or email ffotia@sjcindiana.com no later than 24 hours prior to the scheduled
date of the meeting. Every effort will be made to make reasonable accommodations for
these persons.

Minutes & Memoranda of the St. Joseph County Parks Board
January 19, 2021
The St. Joseph County Parks Board met via telephone conference call at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at
St. Patrick’s County Park, White Barn, Harvest Room, South Bend, Indiana.
Board members present:

Larry Catanzarite (at St. Patrick’s) and Donna Pfeil, Virginia Calvin,
John Ferrettie, Tom Panzica, Rachel Rawls, Tim Sexton (via phone)

Board members unable to attend:

N/A

Staff present:

Steve Slauson, Director; Kelley Herrera, Administrative Manager &
Recording Secretary; Leslie Witkowski, Deputy Director; Jamie
Hartzke, Leisure Services Manager; Tom DeMonia, Facilities Manager;
Carl Stopper, Operations Manager

Press in attendance:

N/A

Delegations:

N/A

In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb issued an Executive Order which modified
the rules for public meetings and open door laws, allowing government bodies of public agencies to hold meetings
electronically and reduce the number of members to be physically present to one member only. The governor’s
order also allows for notices and agendas for meetings to be posted solely by electronic means. These special
provisions remain in effect for the duration of this public health emergency.
Call to Order: President Larry Catanzarite brought the meeting to order at 9:02 am.
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE
Steve Slauson provided an update on administrative items as part of the Consent Agenda.
Covid-19 Response: The ongoing Covid-19 pandemic continues to affect our ability to offer programs and facility
rentals as we normally would. The safety protocols of social distancing, frequent sanitization, and limits on
gathering size (currently at 50) remain in effect. We continue to follow the County’s policy of keeping offices closed
to public visitation until conditions improve. To be more flexible, rather than extend closures to a specific date, the
County Commissioners and Health Department will monitor local metrics on hospitalization and infection rates, as
well as give the vaccination rate time to ramp up, to determine when reopening offices to the public is permissible.
Staffing Update: Jim Spears, a longtime Parks employee, will be moving from his current position as our
equipment repair leader to become park leader at Spicer Lake Nature Preserve. Mr. Spears is well versed in all
facets of park operations and is excited about his new responsibilities at Spicer Lake. The equipment repair
leader/mechanic vacancy has been posted for a few weeks, however, we have not received any applications yet.
We hope to identify a good candidate to fill that position soon.
Park Operations: Mr. Slauson stated all phone lines at Ferrettie/Baugo Creek County Park have been switched
from AT&T to Comcast, which combines the phone service with our existing Comcast internet service for a
considerable monthly cost savings.
Carl Stopper, operations manager, noted that the recent ice storm caused many downed tree branches, with the
pine trees at Bendix Woods being hit particularly hard. There will be lots of clean up needed over several months.
The maintenance team cleared trails for a hiking program, and they will be taking the chipper out to work on
disposing of the downed branches.
Tom DeMonia, facilities manager, discussed renovations to the Discovery Room in the Nature Center at Bendix
Woods County Park. He noted the existing buildout was done 32 years ago and the interpretive staff would like to
update the exhibits and make the configuration more flexible for periodic changes of the displays. Mr. DeMonia
stated that the Friends of Bendix Woods & Spicer Lake had agreed to provide funding for construction materials
and our in-house construction team would do most of the work, with specialty contractors used sparingly.
Demolition will begin soon, and the construction team is looking forward to updating and modernizing the space.
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Minutes & Memoranda of the St. Joseph County Parks Board
January 19, 2021
Bendix Woods Drainage Project: Mr. Slauson met with Brian Jacquay of Navistar and Bill Schalliol of St. Joseph
County Economic Development regarding the installation of an 8’ tall fence along a section of the property line
adjacent to the Nature Center parking lot (shown on the site map on page 6 of the board packet). A black mesh
sheeting will be installed on the park side to help block the Navistar property from public view. They also discussed
the coming availability of a high-speed fiber internet feed to both Navistar and the Nature Center at Bendix
Woods. Installation of those lines is expected to begin in late winter or early spring; this will be a significant
upgrade for our staff at Bendix Woods who currently have slow, unreliable dial-up internet access.
River Ramble: We received the missing hardware needed to install the hammocks. The contractor completed the
installation in early January, which was the last item to complete to close out the contract. The Parks Foundation
subsequently made full payment to the contractor. All that remains is installation of signage – at the entry and at
each feature around the playscape – as well as some general cleanup. Park staff and our contractors will complete
the remaining work. Planning is underway for a grand opening celebration on Saturday, May 22nd.
General Administration: Mr. Slauson and Ms. Witkowski attended a Zoom meeting of the Parks Foundation
Executive Committee on January 4th, and they along with Ms. Herrera attended the virtual meeting of the Parks
Foundation Board on January 14th.
Leisure Services: Jamie Hartzke, leisure services manager, reported that we had enough snow to open for public
innertubing on Saturday, December 26. Although it only lasted one day, we had 265 patrons come out to enjoy the
snow throughout the day. We were not able to open for cross country skiing due to a mechanical issue with our
snowmobile. The winter sports season runs through mid-March. We hope to have more snow soon so our seasonal
staff can be brought in to work before they have a 30-day lapse in their employment.
Interpretive Services: Leslie Witkowski, deputy director, shared the interpretive services update, noting the focus
in December was on self-guided and virtual programs. The staff designed a self-guided “Twelve Days of
Studebaker” ornament hunt activity to take participants through the Studebaker Trees at Bendix Woods; an
estimated 158 people participated. The interpretive staff also led “Winter Wanders” hikes on Wednesdays during
December. The interpretive and leisure teams met for a joint brainstorming session on program ideas for the
coming year. The interpretive team met with the County’s risk management director to discuss the feasibility of
safely running the Sugar Camp Days festival even in a scaled down format. This is still under discussion.
Mr. Slauson mentioned that the videoconferencing equipment installed at St. Patrick’s County Park has been a
great benefit for the virtual programs being given by our interpretive staff. The large display screen allows the
interpreter to see all students which makes for a much more effective, enjoyable learning experience. We plan to
have a similar set-up installed in the Nature Center at Bendix Woods County Park to use once the high-speed fiber
feed is in place there. We expect that virtual programs will continue to be a popular programming option even
after the COVID pandemic has subsided.
Attendance & Facility Rentals: December facility usage, both for public rentals and park programs, was on par with
the prior year even with the 50-person limit on gatherings in effect. Systemwide attendance for the month was up
68% over December 2019.
ACTION: Mr. Sexton moved to approve the Consent Agenda, including Minutes, Claims, Reports, Budgets,
Disposals and New Hires. Ms. Calvin seconded. Motion passed unanimously by those present.
OLD BUSINESS
Covid-19 Response Update: Discussed in administrative update.
Board Officer Elections: Ms. Pfeil and Ms. Calvin served as the nominations committee and presented a slate with
the current officers continuing in their roles for 2021: Larry Catanzarite - President; Donna Pfeil - Vice President;
and Virginia Calvin - Secretary.
ACTION: Ms. Pfeil moved to approve the 2021 Board Officers as presented. Ms. Calvin seconded. Motion passed
unanimously by those present.

St. Joseph County Parks Board Meeting Minutes & Memoranda | January 19, 2021
Page 2 of 3
Februrary 2021 SJC Parks Board Packet

Page 3

Minutes & Memoranda of the St. Joseph County Parks Board
January 19, 2021
NEW BUSINESS
2021 Park Hours & Fees: Mr. Slauson referred the board to the proposed 2021 hours and fees on pages 14-17 of
the board packet. There are just a few minor changes proposed for 2021: 1) a new $25.00 fee for virtual
interpretive programs to begin when schools return to classroom-based instruction; 2) canoe and kayak rentals will
revert to the rate previously approved; we had charged a discounted rate during the trial season at
Ferrettie/Baugo Creek County Park due to the pandemic, and will resume the former pricing in 2021 with the
possibility of a lower weekday rental rate; and 3) a $100 increase in the Red Barn Weekend Package fee is
recommended for 2022 dates that will begin booking in May 2021.
ACTION: Mr. Sexton moved to approve the 2021 Park Fees & Hours as presented. Ms. Rawls seconded. Motion
passed unanimously by those present.
2020 Wrap-Up Reports: Highlights from reports were discussed, including attendance figures, facility rental
utilization, maintenance projects completed, leisure and interpretive services program attendance and income,
and progress toward goals linked to the 5-Year Master Plan. With total attendance up 30% for the year, we know
the County Parks were a valued destination for people in our area and beyond who looked for ways to stay active
and relieve stress during the difficult days of the pandemic throughout most of 2020. Despite the many challenges
caused by COVID-19, our staff was innovative in finding ways to offer creative programs and dedicated to keeping
the parks safely open.
ACTION: At 10:00 am, Donna Pfeil moved for adjournment, Rachel Rawls seconded, and the January 2021 meeting
of the SJC Parks Board was adjourned.
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Administrative Update
01/06/2020
Submitted by Steve Slauson, Director

St. Joseph County
Administrative
Offices:
□ St. Patrick's
50651 Laurel Road
South Bend, IN 46637
Office: 574/277-4828
Fax: 574/273-2334
□ Bendix Woods
32132 State Road 2
New Carlisle, IN 46552
Office: 574/654-3155
Fax: 574/654-3674
□ Ferrettie/Baugo
Creek
57057 Ash Road
Osceola, IN 46561
Office: 574/674-9770
□ Spicer Lake
Nature Preserve
County Line Road
New Carlisle, IN
Office: 574/654-2334
Parks will enrich the
community and its
residents by:
• caring for significant
natural areas
• promoting
understanding of
our natural and
cultural heritage
through quality
programs and
services
• and enhancing
visitor experiences
through wellmaintained park
facilities.

COVID-19 Update
We continue to rent indoor facilities and offer outdoor programs to groups in accordance with the
Governor’s current plan, and regularly monitor both state and local updates that relate to COVID-19.
With St. Joseph County in the “yellow” category for 2 weeks now, we can allow gatherings of up to
100 people provided the overall attendance does not exceed 50% of a facility’s capacity. As the
number of COVID cases begins to decrease, the County is evaluating whether to extend the
restrictions on public access to several office buildings operated by the County until the end of
February or longer. The Parks Department has continued to keep our offices closed to the public to
be consistent with what the County is doing. We are still able to accommodate the public via email,
phone, our website, and social media.
Staffing Update
We still have the Equipment Repair Leader position posted and hope to fill it as soon as possible.
Park Operations
We have had a couple of water main breaks at Bendix Woods
County Park, with one near the Nature Center where the new
storm drain was installed and one along the road just south of the
Glenn Bauer Shelter. The first break was repaired by a contractor
and the second break was repaired by our park construction and
operations teams. Also at Bendix, the construction team is in the
process of remodeing the Discovery Room in the Nature Center. So
far the old displays have been removed and work has begun on
building new displays and repairing the walls and ceiling.
Winter Operations
Winter has finally arrived and looks like it plans to stick around for
a few weeks. We have been open for cross country skiing on most
scheduled days but elected to keep public tubing closed during the
extreme cold conditions due to lack of a warming room because of
COVID protocols. We will continue to monitor the weather/wind
chills and make adjustments as necessary. The operations team
has remained busy plowing roads, shoveling sidewalks, and
putting down salt and more salt during the frigid temps.
River Ramble Update
We are planning a May 22nd grand opening for the River Ramble;
we will share plans as details are finalized. The last items
remaining to be installed are the main entrance sign on the arch
(installation expected at the end of March) and the interpretive
signs for each feature around the playscape. All remaining projects
will be completed by park staff or park contractors.
Administration
Steve is still attending COVID-related planning meetings with other SJC officials and was recently
asked to serve on a NE St. Joseph County Mobility Study which is looking at future development
patterns between Northwest Elkhart and Northeast St. Joseph Counties and their impact on mobility
and transportation infrastructure from a multi-jurisdictional approach. Steve and Leslie met with new
County Commissioner Derek Dieter on January 20th and give him a slideshow presentation of the
County Parks facilities and programs. We plan to schedule additional park tours with him once the
weather and COVID conditions improve.
St. Joseph County Parks Administrative Report

February 2021
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Interpretive &
Leisure
Services

St. Joseph County Parks

January 2021
Hannah Branchick
Shelley Chaffee
Mike Duff
Amal Farrough
Jamie Hartzke
Michaele Klingerman
KC Nieboer

The Stats
Number of programs or days/attendance

Leisure:

Public programs: 1 @ FBC/2,
2 @ STP/cnx
Tubing: STP/6; FBC/closed
Private Tubing: STP/196; FBC/closed
Snowshoe Rental: 47
Skiers: 196
Disc golf: 69

Interpretive:

School programs: 16 virtual/340
Public programs: 4 @ BXW/13,
4 @ STP/100, 1 @ SLNP/62
Special Request: 1 virtual/18

Interpretive Services
Division
In January the Interpretive Staff continued
to provide virtual programs to local schools.
This month we developed three new virtual
offerings: Animals in the Dark (about nocturnal
animals and the adaptations that help them
survive), Rockin’ Raptors (about our native
birds of prey and how they hunt) and Animal
Adaptations (about how animals’ bodies are
suited to a particular habitat and lifestyle.)
We were also able to offer a variety of wellattended public programs. During “Women
Experience the Outdoors: Trails and Tracks”
participants got a snowshoe lesson and then
hiked the trails to look for signs of winter
animals. The “Winter Fling for the Little Ones”
gave families with preschool children a chance
to paint snow, make bird feeders, and go tubing.
Last of all, our “Glow Ski” provided participants
with the experience of skiing candlelit trails
and warming up by the outdoor fire with hot
chocolate and homemade baked goods.

Leisure Services
Division
Winter continues to be a “wait and see”
scenario for leisure activities. Promises of
large snowfall oftentimes only produce a
couple inches and then on other occasions
lake effect bands come out of nowhere
with more. As you can imagine this makes
scheduling, marketing, and preparing very
difficult.
During January we had two rounds of
snow that allowed us to offer winter
activities, but only at STP. The first
snowfall was very minimal and the second
was a last-minute lake effect band that hit
overnight. With these two opportunities
we were able to get in five days of ski/
snowshoe rental (most days with trails
in marginal to poor conditions), seven
private parties, and a preschool tubing
day. Baugo never received enough snow to
safely open.
With warm temperatures and no snow
early in the month, disc golf attendance
and income were up compared to 2020. A
lot of the income was generated by golfers
renewing their annual passes.
In addition to winter activities, Leisure
also offered a Winter Hike and picked up
weekly ranger shifts.

This month Hannah created a self-guided trail
activity at Spicer Lake called “Snowflakes at
Spicer” which introduced hikers to different
types of snowflakes and showed them how to
preserve their own snowflakes at home.
Februrary 2021 SJC Parks Board Packet

Holy Cross men’s soccer team enjoyed an evening of
tubing, outdoor firepit and hot cocoa.
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The mission of the

interpretive and leisure
services division is to
promote understanding
and wise use of our natural
and cultural resources
through enriching
educational and leisure
experiences for all ages

 We do this by:

Providing on-site and

outreach interpretive
programs, special events
and self-guided media that
foster connections between
the participants and the
resource;

Offering leisure

experiences that promote
lifelong learning and
minimal impact on our
natural resources;

Shaping public perception
of our department and -

Fostering stewardship
through research, natural
resource management and
volunteerism

MEDIA CONTACTS

VOLUNTEERS

January Facebook and e-newsletter

1/5 and 1/6, Program assistance,Yasuko
Duff = 3.25 hrs. total

Community Online Calendars: WNDU,
WSBT, In the Bend, Fox 28
1/6 South Bend Tribune, How we’re
adapting to new comfort zone and masks
on Michiana ski slopes, trails
1/9 newsbreak.com, Baugo Creek County
Park hosts winter hike
1/9 ABC 57, Baugo Creek offering free
hike on Jan 21
1/11 B100, WEO program (interview
with Amal)
1/13 South Bend Tribune, Should trails be
plowed, salted for 365 days of use? Tactics
vary from Mishawaka to Niles
1/26 Hometown Living, interview with
Jamie
1/26 South Bend Tribune, A snowy pallete in
South Bend
1/26 South Bend Tribune, Here’s where to
play on snowy trails and hills from Berrien
Springs to the dunes
1/27 ABC 57, St. Patrick’s County Park
offers outdoor winter activities, interview
with Jamie

1/12 and 1/14, Bricking arch, Dean
Skaggs, Marty Brennan, Gary Beall = 17.5
hrs. total
1/20, Splitting Wood, John Bentley,Yasuko
Duff, Del Meyer = 8.5 hrs total
1/28/2021, Historic Preservation work
regarding Bendix Woods Nature Center,
Evie Kirkwood = 1.5 hrs. total
1/29, Glow Ski Assistance, John Bentley,
Alice Bentley, Maggie Coman, Gary Beall,
Nancy Beall, Jane Plank = 19.75 hrs.
1/30, Glow Ski Clean-up, Ella Farrough =
1.25 hrs.
1/2021, St. Patrick’s Deer Management,
Ben Reinoehl and Steve Hummer = 36
hrs. total
1/2021, River Ramble sign development,
Evie Kirkwood = 5 hrs. total
1/2021, NIMBA = 6 hours
Total volunteer hrs: 92.25 x $27.20/
hr. = $2,509.20

1/28, ABC 57, Winter Fing for the Little
Ones, interview with Amal

Trying out snowshoes duringWomen Experience
the Outdoors:Trails and Tracks

A preschooler enjoys a trip down the tube hill
during theWinter Fling for the Little Ones

COMING UP...
•Tubing, skiing and snowshoeing!
•Tapping Day!

DONATIONS
Nancy Beall, Snowshoes = $129.00
Februrary 2021 SJC Parks Board Packet
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St. Joseph County Parks Attendance 2021

Month
January

Bendix Woods

Ferrettie /
Baugo Creek

St. Patrick's

Spicer Lake

Park Visitors

Park Visitors

Park Visitors

Park Visitors

2589

2936

11842

1581

2021
18947

2020
11587
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2020 by Park
2,589
2,936
11,842
1,581
18,947
11,587
2019 by Park
1,460
2,167
6,351
1,609 % Increase
63.52%
Difference
1,129
769
5,491
-28 # Increase
7,360
Includes additional visitors who arrive by bus, such as school groups, that would be counted by the gate
counter as one vehicle.

Offsite
Programs/
Events

Virtual
Programs

2021

2021

-0

LaSalle
Trail

Walk

Bike

358

691

103

358

691

103
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Rental Facility Report

2/8/2021

2021
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
January
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
February
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
March
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
April
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
May
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
June
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
July
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
August
Paid Rentals
September Park Programs
Paid Rentals
Park Programs
October
Paid Rentals
November Park Programs
Paid Rentals
December Park Programs
Paid Rentals
Totals by Park Park Programs

Bendix Woods

Ferrettie Baugo
Creek

St. Patrick's

Monthly Totals

1
4

1
1

1
12

3
17

1
4

1
1

1
12

3
17

2020
Totals
2
4
1
18
3
14
0
0
1
0
2
5
35
18
55
11
48
20
45
46
19
12
10
4
221
152

Rental Facility Waivers & Discounts
Amount waived or
discounted

Organization(s) Name
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

N/A

Year-to-date Total

St. Joseph County Parks
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To:

The St. Joseph County Park Board

From:

The St. Joseph County Parks Department

Date:

February 16, 2021

Re:

Disposal of Inventoried Assets

Administrative Offices:
 St. Patrick’s
50651 Laurel Road
South Bend, IN 46637
574/277-4828
Fax: 574/273-2334

Dear Park Board Members:

 Bendix Woods
32132 SR 2
New Carlisle, IN 46552
574/654-3155
Fax: 574/654-3674

09666
25205

 Ferrettie/Baugo Creek
57057 Ash Road
Osceola, IN 46561
574/674-9765
Fax: 574/674-9778
 Spicer Lake
County Line Road
New Carlisle
574/654-0361
Fax: 574/654-3155

The St. Joseph County Parks Department seeks your approval to dispose of the following items
and remove them from our fixed asset inventory:
Cordless Drill – does not work; not repairable
Tera Station III – obsolete

These items will be discarded. We request permission to remove them from our inventory list.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

Steve Slauson
Director
SIGNATURE OF APPROVAL:

Larry Catanzarite, President
St. Joseph County Parks Board
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2020

1

What We Do...

2

Despite the global coronavirus pandemic throughout the majority of 2020,
visitation at the County Parks and off-site events exceeded 395,000 users, a
29% increase from 2019 visitation. The County Parks remained open and
accessible during the pandemic. We are proud to offer the community a place
to safely recreate, find respite, and seek peace and restoration, especially during
times of stress and uncertainty, such as we faced in 2020.

State of the County Report

The County Parks provide benefits to community public health and economic
development by managing over 1,300 acres of public access, greenspace, river
and stream corridors, wetlands and woods, and providing space for gatherings,
hiking, biking, canoeing, paddling skiing and learning.

2020 Highlights!
2020 County Parks Board

3

Larry Catanzarite, President
Donna Pfeil, Vice President
Virgina Calvin, Secretary
John Ferrettie // Thomas Panzica
Rachel Rawls // Timothy Sexton

2020 County Commissioners
Andrew Kostielney, President
Deb Fleming, Vice President
Dave Thomas, Member

4

2020 County Council

Rafael Morton, President
Joseph F. Canarecci // Mark A. Catanzarite
Diana Hess // Robert Kruszynski, Jr.
Corey D. Noland // Richard Pfeil
Mark Root // Mark Telloyan

2020 Parks Foundation Officers
Michelle Kuehn, President
Joel Bowers, Vice President
Erin Bonin, Secretary
Andrew Szczechowski, Treasurer

5

The St. Joseph County Parks

Bendix Woods County Park
Ferrettie/Baugo Creek County Park
St. Patrick’s County Park
Spicer Lake Nature Preserve
Partnered Sites:
Chamberlain Lake Nature Preserve
Jasinski Canoe Launch
Beverly D. Crone Restoration Area

6

Our Mission

► Park leadership changed in July, when former Deputy Director Steve
Slauson and former Interpretive Services Manager Leslie Witkowski became
the new director and deputy director, respectively. Former Park Interpreter
Amal Farrough stepped into the role of interpretive services manager in
August. (4)
► Drainage work was completed at Bendix Woods County Park to
alleviate the amount of stormwater runoff from park property to Navistar
Proving Grounds buildings and property. Underground pipes were installed on
both properties, and a drainage swale and rain garden were installed on park
property to manage the stormwater runoff. (5)
► Virtual programs became a new way to offer interpretive school programs
for the interpretive naturalist staff during the pandemic. (6)
► The failing bridge and abutments where one of our trails crosses the St.
Patrick’s Ditch at St. Patrick’s County Park was removed and a new culvert was
installed along with wooden posts and handrailing. (7)
► New sugaring equipment was purchased by the Friends of Bendix Woods
and Spicer Lake for maple syrup programs at Bendix Woods County Park. (8)
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The St. Joseph County Parks Department
enriches the community and the lives of
St. Joseph County residents. We...
▲Conserve and care for significant natural areas.
▲Promote stewardship of our natural and cultural
heritage through quality programs and services.
▲Enhance visitor experiences through
well-maintained park facilities.

► Evie Kirkwood received the Lifetime Achievement Award from
Indiana Park and Recreation Association prior to her retirement on May 1,
2020. We thank her for her 40-plus years of service with the County Parks!
► Program staff came up with new ways to offer programs safely for
visitors. A few included self-led hikes, mystery hikes, and moving canoe/kayak
operations from St. Patrick’s County Park to Ferrettie/Baugo Creek County
Park. (2)
► Work continued on the River Ramble, a 1.5-acre natural playscape at
St. Patrick’s County Park. The St. Joseph County Parks Foundation raised the
funds for this project with support from Visit South Bend Mishawaka,
Community Foundation of St. Joseph County, Indiana Housing and
Development Authority, and other local foundations, businesses and donors. A
Sneak Peek event was held for donors in October, as COVID-19 pushed the
opening of the River Ramble to 2021. (3)

8

▲Four 2020 Ford F-250 pickup trucks, complete with plows, were purchased to
replace three 1-ton dump trucks in poor condition. ▲Using funds for COVID-19
related expenditures, a large LED display and associated equipment were
purchased to be used for virtual meetings and programs. ▲ND-LEEF completed
construction on two new watersheds at St. Patrick’s County Park, which will allow
for more research capacity at the LEEF site.

Numbers To Be Proud Of...

12,000: people participating in leisure services activities. 6,900: people
participating in park naturalist programs; 294 were students participating in
virtual school programs. 2: eaglets fledged by the bald eagles at St. Patrick’s
County Park. 97: interpretive programs were provided for Title One schools
and organizations serving under-resourced children with funding from the
Donnna Pfeil Interpretive Program School Scholarship Fund and the Parks
Foundation. 1,795: hours of support provided by volunteers to the County
Parks. 22: organizations partnered with us for events and programs.
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